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Semancik returned to Sacred Heart as pastor, 
a position he has held to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, in addition to his exceptional 
efforts to guide his congregation at Sacred 
Heart, Monsignor Semancik also has worked 
extensively with Catholic Charities in North-
west Indiana. He began his mission with 
Catholic Charities in 1960, and was named Di-
ocesan Director in 1962, a position he held 
until 1998. Under his guidance, the agency 
provided social services throughout the four 
counties that comprise Northwest Indiana and 
expanded to seven offices throughout the re-
gion. Monsignor Semancik has also served 
Catholic Charities, USA as a member of the 
Board of Directors, as well as serving as a 
member of the Study Cadre that redirected the 
mission of Catholic Charities. He also ably 
served as Chairman of various Catholic 
Charities’s committees. 

Monsignor Semancik has also enriched the 
Northwest Indiana community through his 
work in other community organizations, such 
as serving as the President of both the Lake 
County Economic Opportunity Council and the 
Lake County Community Development Coun-
cil. He was one of the founders of the Indiana 
Catholic Conference and of the Hospice of the 
Calumet Area. He has received many com-
mendations for his work, including the Saga-
more of the Wabash Award, the highest honor 
bestowed by the Governor of Indiana. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
congratulating Monsignor Joseph Semancik as 
he celebrates the 50th anniversary of his ordi-
nation into the priesthood. Monsignor 
Semancik has been a fixture in Northwest In-
diana throughout his career in the ministry, 
and he has touched the lives of many through-
out the community. His unselfish and lifelong 
dedication to those in need is worthy of the 
highest commendation, and I am proud to rep-
resent him in Congress.
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IN HONOR OF THE POLISH AMER-
ICAN CONGRESS OHIO DIVISION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Polish American Congress, Ohio 
Division, as they celebrate their 54th anniver-
sary—sharing their cultural gifts along a pa-
rade route lined with food, song and joyous 
celebration. 

On May 18, 1949, the Ohio Division of The 
Polish American Congress was founded. The 
Polish American Congress is composed of in-
dividuals of Polish ancestry as well as Polish 
organizations. The group serves as a unifying 
force for both Polish Americans and Polish 
citizens living in America. Taking a positive 
stand on issues concerning the people of Po-
land, the group strives to attain a free market 
economy within the framework of a democratic 
society. 

The goal of The Polish American Congress 
is to make Americans of Polish heritage more 
successful U.S. citizens by encouraging them 
to assume the responsibilities of citizenship. In 
addition, the group supports fraternal, profes-
sional, religious, and civic associations dedi-
cated to the improvement of the status of all 
Americans of Polish heritage. 

It is evident that the Polish American Con-
gress has played a crucial role in the Polish 
Community, and in its many years of service 
has been an invaluable contribution to the 
Cleveland Community. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and celebration of the Polish Amer-
ican Congress, as they celebrate 54 years of 
service to their members and to the Cleveland 
community.
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IN HONOR OF DR. DEVARAJAN P. 
IYENGAR 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Devarajan P. Iyengar for his con-
tributions to the medical field and his dedica-
tion to the people of Jersey City, Kearny, and 
Bayonne, New Jersey. He was honored by the 
Bayonne Community Cancer Support Group at 
Puccini’s Restaurant on April 26, 2003 in Ba-
yonne. 

For over 20 years, Dr. Iyengar has dedi-
cated himself to providing quality care for the 
people of Bayonne and surrounding areas. 
Currently director of oncology at Bayonne 
Medical Center and chairperson of the Trans-
fusion and Cancer Care Committees, Dr. 
Iyengar has served on the staffs of Christ 
Hospital, Greenville Hospital and Union Hos-
pital in Jersey City; West Hudson Hospital in 
Kearny; and Bayonne Medical Center since 
1993. Dr. Iyengar is committed to providing a 
level of care that goes beyond the average 
standard of health care. He recently helped 
found the Bayonne Community Cancer Sup-
port Group and is well known for taking the 
time to provide additional support for his pa-
tients and their families. 

Dr. Iyengar earned his degree in medicine 
from the University in Baroda, India and com-
pleted his residency at the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry in New Jersey. After fin-
ishing his fellowship in oncology and hema-
tology at Newark Beth Israel Medical Center, 
he was a research associate and later an at-
tending physician for Newark Beth Isreal. Dr. 
Iyengar is a fellow at the Academy of Medi-
cine of New Jersey and a member of the 
American Society of Breast Disease. 

Dr. Iyengar and his wife, Dr. Rekha Iyengar, 
a radiation oncologist, have three sons, Arjun, 
Ashwin and Arvind. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Dr. Devarajan P. Iyengar for his 
years of service and dedication to the medical 
community and to the people of New Jersey.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE SONOMA 
VALLEY CHORALE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the Sonoma Valley 
Chorale as this organization celebrates its 
30th anniversary. 

The Sonoma Valley Chorale was founded in 
1973 by Jim Griewe. It’s first performance 
space was in the Pioneer Chapel of the First 
Congregational Church of Sonoma. As the 
membership grew, the Chorale relocated, first 
to St. Francis Solano Church and finally to the 
Veterans’ Memorial Building. 

Sonoma Valley Chorale, Inc. has a member-
administered Board of Directors and serves as 
an umbrella organization for the 130 voice 
Choral, Chamber Ensemble, Orchestra, 
Sonoma Valley Children’s Chorus and for 
community programs promoting small ensem-
ble performances. 

During its 30 year history, the Chorale has 
received many musical honors and has toured 
France, Italy, the United Kingdom and the 
New England states. The Chorale was fea-
tured during both the 10th anniversary concert 
series of the Napa Valley Symphony and the 
50th anniversary concert gala of the Santa 
Rosa Symphony. 

Guest conductors have included world re-
nowned composer-conductor Jester Hariston. 
In 2000 the Chorale performed the world pre-
mier of ‘‘Come Life, Shaker Life’’ by American 
composer Gwyneth Walker. This work was 
commissioned by and composed specifically 
for the Sonoma Valley Chorale and its music 
director, Jim Griewe. 

The Chorale’s repertoire ranges from 1100 
AD to the present and spans musical genres 
from Gregorian chants to Broadway show 
tunes. 

Mr. Speaker, the Sonoma Valley Chorale is 
an integral part of the cultural landscape of the 
First Congressional District and a true treasure 
for the people of the Sonoma Valley. It is 
therefore appropriate that we acknowledge 
and honor the Sonoma Valley Chorale, its 
founder and director Jim Griewe, and the hun-
dreds voices who have contributed to the leg-
acy and success of this organization.
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HONORING HERBERT ADAMS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor a distinguished veteran of our armed 
forces, Herbert Adams. 

Mr. Adams served our nation as a member 
of the United States Army where he was 
awarded numerous medals for his distin-
guished service on the battlefield. Following 
his service in World War Two, the govern-
ments of Belgium and the Netherlands recog-
nized Mr. Adams’ role in freeing those nations 
from the Nazi regime. 

In addition to the European medals awarded 
to Mr. Adams, he received numerous Amer-
ican medals including the Purple Heart; the 
Bronze Star; the Combat Infantry Badge; the 
Armey Occupation with German Clasp; the 
Honorable Service Lapel Button for World War 
Two; and the European-African-Middle East-
ern Campaign Medal with four Bronze Service 
Stars. 

I am grateful for Mr. Adams’ service. He dis-
tinguished himself on the battlefield through 
bravery, strength, and commitment to the 
American cause of ridding Europe of the Nazi 
menace. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincere thanks to 
Mr. Adams for bravely fighting in defense of 
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our nation. In addition, I am confident that my 
colleagues in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives join me in honoring Mr. Adams for his 
service.
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USA GOLD AWARD FOR MARIA 
WITTE OF GIRL SCOUT TROOP 4043

HON. LANE EVANS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to salute an outstanding young woman who 
has been honored with the Girl Scouts of the 
USA Gold Award by Girl Scouts of the Mis-
sissippi Valley, Inc. in Rock Island, Illinois. 
She is Maria Witte of Girl Scout Troop 4043. 

She is being honored for earning the high-
est achievement award in Girl Scouting. The 
Girl Scout Gold Award symbolizes outstanding 
accomplishments in the areas of leadership, 
community service, career planning, and per-
sonal development. The Girl Scout Gold 
Award can be earned by girls ages 14–17 or 
in grades 9–12. 

Girl Scouts of the USA, an organization 
serving over 2.6 million girls, has awarded 
more than 20,000 Girl Scout Gold Awards to 
Senior Girl Scouts since the inception of the 
program in 1980. To receive the award, a Girl 
Scout must fulfill five requirements: earn four 
interest project patches, earn the Career Ex-
ploration Pin, earn the Senior Girl Scout Lead-
ership Award, earn the Senior Girl Scout Chal-
lenge, and design and implement a Girl Scout 
Gold project. A plan for fulfilling the require-
ments of the award is created by the Senior 
Girl Scout and is carried out through close co-
operation between the girl and an adult Girl 
Scout volunteer. 

As a member of the Girl Scouts of the Mis-
sissippi Valley, Inc., Maria began working to-
ward the Girl Scout Gold Award in June 1999. 
Maria worked with her partner on painting a 
wall mural for a local gymnastics facility. 

The earning of the Girl Scout Gold Award is 
a major accomplishment for Maria and I be-
lieve she should receive the public recognition 
due her for this significant service to her com-
munity and her country.
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HONORING THOMAS CHARLES 
TURK 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor former Undersheriff of Madera 
County, Thomas Charles Turk on the occasion 
of his retirement. The event commemorating 
the occasion will be held in Madera County at 
the Fairgrounds in Chowchilla, California on 
Saturday, April 26th, 2003. 

Thomas Turk has dedicated half of his life 
to law enforcement. As a young man he was 
drafted into the United States Army and 
served for two years as a military policeman. 
When he came out of active duty, he joined 
the Madera County Sheriff’s department and 
was assigned to the jail. After one year, he 
began patrolling the Chowchilla streets work-

ing out of a substation. He was respected and 
admired by the community. For much of his 
career, Tom was on a first name basis with 
most of Madera County. He was later ap-
pointed to the Detective Division and then to 
Sergeant. There, he learned that every time 
you get promoted you get moved to the grave-
yard shifts. Tom worked his way up through 
the ranks, from Sergeant to Lieutenant, and 
then to Undersheriff. 

Undersheriff Turk dedicated his life to his 
department and the people of Madera County. 
He never stopped promoting the integrity of 
the Department and the honor of his position. 
Tom has worked countless overnight shifts, 
which accounts for his two ‘‘Officer of the 
Year’’ commendations, and has done so with 
the utmost humility. Tom’s dedication to his 
job makes great departments such as the one 
in Madera County. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Under-
sheriff Thomas Charles Turk for his service to 
the County of Madera and for his outreach to 
the community of which he served. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in commending Thomas 
for his devotion throughout his career and in 
wishing him many years of continued success.
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HONORING THE SELECTION OF MS. 
ELIZABETH ANN KRABILL AS 
THE 2003 UNITED STATES CHER-
RY BLOSSOM QUEEN 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to honor Ms. 
Elizabeth Ann Krabill upon her selection as 
the 2003 United States Cherry Blossom 
Queen. 

Elizabeth, a sophomore Economics major at 
Cornell University, was selected as the U.S. 
Cherry Blossom Queen on April 4, 2003. The 
tradition of crowning a national Cherry Blos-
som Queen is a long one, started by the Na-
tional Conference of State Societies in 1948. 
Elizabeth joins her 53 predecessors in rep-
resenting America as a Goodwill Ambassador. 
In fact, she will depart for a goodwill visit to 
Japan on May 1, 2003—less than a month 
after her coronation. In Japan, Elizabeth will 
participate in a series of celebrations and con-
ferences over two weeks. 

Before her ascent to the national crown, 
Elizabeth was chosen as Virginia’s 2003 Cher-
ry Blossom Princess. Elizabeth finds herself in 
familiar company: Elizabeth’s mother, aunt 
and sister all preceded her as Cherry Blossom 
Princesses at one time. Elizabeth grew up in 
McLean, Virginia and graduated from National 
Cathedral School. She excelled at competitive 
swimming in high school and was twice cho-
sen as captain of her swim team. She has 
spent two summers sharing her swimming tal-
ents with children as a swimming lesson in-
structor at Beauvoir Summer Camp. At Cor-
nell, Elizabeth is active in her sorority, Alpha 
Phi, as the Vice President of Marketing. 

Virginia is proud to send one of her native 
daughters into the international arena to rep-
resent the United States. A well-rounded and 
gifted individual, Elizabeth Krabill will rep-
resent her country with dignity and poise, and 
I applaud her initiative in seeking this great 
honor.

TRIBUTE TO DR. WILLIAM A. 
SEDERBURG OF FERRIS STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Dr. William A. Sederburg for his 
faithful service as president of Ferris State 
University in Big Rapids, Michigan. After eight 
years as president and one year as interim 
president at Ferris, Dr. Sederburg is retiring 
from his position. 

He became the 16th president of the college 
in 1995 after a distinguished career as a pro-
fessor, Michigan state senator, and successful 
businessman. Dr. Sederburg’s experience in 
higher education is exemplary. He has held 
numerous leadership positions in higher edu-
cation, including serving on the State Board of 
Education, chairing the Senate Select Com-
mittee on the Future of Higher Education, 
chairing the Senate Standing Committee on 
Higher Education and Technology, and 
chairing the Senate Appropriations Sub-
committee on Higher Education. 

Throughout his career and efforts, Dr. 
Sederburg has positively affected the lives of 
thousands of students. He is seen as a leader 
by his peers, as well as an educator and trust-
ed advisor to his students. Dr. Sederburg has 
worked tirelessly to improve the facilities and 
infrastructure on the Ferris State campus, and 
his dedication is an example to everyone. 

I am honored today to recognize Dr. William 
A. Sederburg for his many complishments, 
and thank him for his work.
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TRIBUTE TO BRONX COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE ON ITS SILVER ANNI-
VERSARY HALL OF FAME 10K 
RUN 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with joy 
that I rise today to once again pay tribute to 
Bronx Community College, which will hold its 
25th Anniversary Hall of Fame 10K Run on 
Saturday, May 3, 2003. 

The Hall of Fame 10K Run was founded in 
1978 by Bronx Community College’s third 
president, Dr. Roscoe C. Brown and today 
continues to be an event of great significance. 
Its mission is to highlight the Hall of Fame for 
Great Americans, a national institution dedi-
cated to those who have helped to make 
America great. 

The 10K race tradition continues under the 
stewardship of Dr. Carolyn G. Williams. Dr. 
Williams has endorsed and follows the com-
mitment made by Dr. Brown to promote phys-
ical fitness and highlight higher education. 

As one who has run the Hall of Fame 10K 
Run, I can attest that the excitement it gen-
erates brings the entire City together. It is a 
celebration and an affirmation of life. It feels 
wonderful to enable more than 400 people to 
have this experience—one that will change the 
lives of many of them. It is an honor for me 
to join once again the hundreds of joyful peo-
ple who will run along the Grand Concourse, 
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